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failed Nebuchadrezzar had succeeded. The suc-
cess was lamentable, though the final issue of it all
was better than this hour presaged. Many a peo-
ple had been swallowed up in the advance of As-
syrian and Babylonian power and forever lost.
Even empires once distinguished for power and
civilization had so thoroughly disappeared in the
vortex as to leave scarcely a distinguishable sign
of their former existence. This was not to be true
in the case of Judah. The Hebrew had ideas that
could not be quenched, and these carried his per-
son into a life that would not die among men. The
Chaldean had destroyed the state, but the people
lived on in activity. The songs of Zion might not
l)e sung,1 but the words of Zion might be spoken.
The Hebrew would not now pay tribute in the
land of Judah, but would take tribute even of his
captors as he pushed successfully forward into
business in his new home. His wise leader, Jere-
miah, had counseled him to make the new land his
home in the fullest sense: " Build ye houses, and
dwell in them; and plant gardens, and eat the
fruit of them; take ye wives, and beget sons and
daughters; and take wives for your sons, and give
your daughters to husbands, that they may bear
sons and daughters; and multiply ye there, and be
not diminished. And seek the peace of the city
whither I have caused you to be earned away cap-
tive, and pray unto the Lord for it: for in the
peace thereof shall ye have peace." a The advice

1 ?HU. exxxvii, 4,              * Jcr. \xix, 5-7.